




If we don't seriously look at raising retirement ages for Pt. 121 pilots, I can
assure you that many rural communities will find that their aviation lifeline to
the rest of the country will be closed down.  Residents in New York City, Los
Angeles, and Chicago will not notice any changes in air service, but the pilot
shortage will deeply affect the residents of Missoula Montana, Ketchikan, Alaska
and all the other small communities who are desperately trying stay alive. We
must make this change and I urge quick Committee action.


